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Dusiness Chances T

SOME NEW BOOKS.

In the Camelot series (London: Walter Scotfd we

have " English Prose, from Maundeville to Thackeray |
chosen and edited by Arthur Galton.”
Mr. Galton's selections appear judiclous,

and others as too long.

for we do mot

Mr. Galton is rather fruculent in his preface.
hits at many people quite nesdlessly.

expected, not always correctly. What, for sxampls,

could be less Justifiable or less accurate than the
positive assertion that * the most learned philologists,
1ike most other men of sciencs, usually write an ex-
Gurely these are very wild and
Of philologists we need nams but
three—Muller, Whitney, Marsh—each of whom possesses
an excollont style  Of men of science so long & list
1lges at onee to the memory when heauty of style is In
quastion, that 1t {6 bard to make a seleciion ] but Tux-
ey, Darwin, Tyndall, Faraday, Carpenter, Sedgwick,
Lyall, Lubbock, Getkis, Dana, Winchell, Crookes, Clif-
ford, and a host of equally familiar names will oceur
{0 &ny ene as witnesses agalnst the reckless assertion

terable style?
whirling words?

of ihis too hasty editor,

Another vol in tha Camelot series Is
Musie: An Anthulogy of English Falry Poetry.

WP e T,

\ Fdward Walte® (London : Walter Scatth.

too small a seale to fulfll the apparent design.

of Denmark left out.
Jute amission of this (nimitable poem.

and many interesting ones,

be expected from it

On the whole,
though we
ehould have chosen differently to fllnstrate Do Quincey,
and though some of the excerpts strilie us as too short
No doubt 18 Is imposaible
for an editor of efther prose or poetical selections to
pleass all the warld, and such an sditor is quite right
in taking his own way and turning a deaf ear to ad-
vice and censure allke. A good deal might perhaps
be said as to the practical value of this kind of com-
pllation.  We are inolined to estimate it vers lightly,
beliove that any Inmtelligent econcepticn
of a pational literature can be obtalned In such a man-
per, nor do we think that the kind of make-balleve

education &0 facilitated (s at all worth forwarding
Ho

Mo Iays dowo
1he law dogmatically, too, and as might as have been

“ Elfin
Be-
Jected and arranged, with an Intreduction, by Arthur
It 15 a protty
' and daintily made lttle book, edited with some care,
but the whole undertaking is too fragmentary and on
An
anthologs of English fairy poetry, moreover, wWhich
- contains no lne from the ‘most exquisite falry poem
o extant, Thomas Hood's “TPlea for the Midsummer
Falrfes,” {s like “ Hamlet® with the part of the Princs
Nothing can excuse the abso-
While speaking
of Hood's poem we may sugeest 1o American pub-
lighers looking for glit-senson novelties that the ade-
quate [llustration of this now almost-forgoficn fuus-
terpleca and Ita pnblication fo & Juxurious form ought
t tos repay whatever firm Is enterprising enougn 1o un-

dertake It, while it would be a boon to a publle for

some time rather surfeited with minor poetry of a
i depressingly monotonous and unimaginative chararter,

With the serlous exception noted, My. Walte has dons

his work falrly well He has at least brought to-

gether a conslderable number of poems about falrles,
Fairy poetry, however, is
a wide field, and vns the dus exploration of which de-
mands at once more space and a desper knowledge of
folk-lore than this otherwlse Industrious and appre-
clative editor has bad at his disposal.  Eis little bonk
may serve as a stimulus to curlosity on a most inter-
esting subject, and perhaps this 1s the most that can
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